
NB Art Newsletter 
ISSUE #6 August 2011 
 

Every new Art Season is for us as a gulp of 
fresh air. We are so happy to share with you 
our new acquisitions and painters. 

Our first exhibit is not quite traditional. We 
introduce the art of Ansis Butnors, young 
energetic painter from Riga.  

His art is full of emotions: vigor of sports, lyrics 
of love, the beauty of the moment. This exhibit 
will be accompanied by new acquisitions from 
Latvia: paintings by Laimodots Murnieks, 
Imants Vezocols, Vilijs Linga, Aleksandra 

Beltsova-Suta, Herbdert Silins. 

Please join us for the Champagne preview, September  9, 2011, 
6-10 pm in the NB Gallery. 

We will toast together to the new Art Season and the two freshmen 
as both Anna's and Masha's sons are the University students now! 
Fondly, 
Natalia Bykova 
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from the Opening of the Exhibition, 
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·  NEW! ART SESSIONS FOR 
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two events in May and June 

·  Mark your calendar:                      
IRBE AS A WALL.  Artworks by 
Ansis Butnors and other Latv ian 
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CHARITY EVENTS. Auction to support the Center for Curative Pedagogics DON’T MISS 

 
NB Gallery donated the painting by 
Pavel Chernov to the Charity Auction to 
support the Center for Curative 
Pedagogics which took part on June 
23d at Flacon Design-Factory. 

"A BIG thank you for your support of the 
auction on Thursday night. Your lot was a 
great success, bringing 140,000 rubles for 
CCP, which we were really delighted with! 
The bidding for it was really energetic and 
was a perfect addition to the auction. 

Our aim was to raise 1.5 million rubles for 
CCP on the night - and with your help we 
raised 1.552 million rubles!  

This money will pay for 300 children, parents and teachers to attend 
CCP's summer camp in Valdai this summer, essential new furniture for 
the Moscow centre and group and individual activities for 30 children 
with severe 
development 
disorders in  n 
September and 
October 2011". 

Michael Green, 
Managing Partner 
www.action.ru 

 

 

KONSTANTIN ZEFIROV  
(1879–1960)  

in The TRETYAKOV GALLERY  
at the Halls 21-22 on 10, Krymsky Val   

 
Mendelson Music, 1935 

Till October, 16 

HEROES AND VILLAINS IN 
RUSSIAN HISTORY  

Project of St.Petersburg Russian Museum  
in the Moscow HISTORICAL MUSEUM  

1/ 2, Red Square  

 
Till October, 24 

Paintings, graphic works, sculptures, applied 
art  of the Russian rulers, politicians, military 

leaders, priests, mutineers, impostors, 
revolutionists, men of culture – the main 

actors of the imposing drama named Russian 
History, embracing the period from the 

“Vocation of the Varangians” to the 1980’s 



LIFE ON THE DON-RIVER. Photos from the Opening, May 19 

 

   

  

“Thank you to all of you! Such enthralling artworks you have found in Rostov-on-Don!”  
Maria Savostianova   

ART SESSIONS FOR CHILDREN 

In May-June we launched a new art program Art Sessions for Children . The idea is to present our exhibitions 
to the youngest children (3-7y.o) in the attractive game form. The first 2 sessions took place during the exhibition 
LIFE ON THE DON-RIVER and were devoted to the life and traditions of Russian Don Kossacks and the 
process of bread-making. Through the NB Gallery’s art works children learned about wheat growing, harvesting, 
making flour and baking bread. We had a lot of fun dancing khorovod and making sunflowers and wheat from 
color paper and real seeds. Parents joined us after the art lecture for tea and traditional Russian pie - karavai. 

We hope to continue this new tradition in the coming art season 2011/2012. Follow our website 
www.nbgallery.com for the September Art Session for Children.  

  

Thank you to Dina Zharova-Berbner for the help in organization of the event on May 29th, and all the 
parents for participation! 



   

  

“I hope a lot that our children liked it! We will k eep trying to introduce them to our very artistic life :-)”  

Dina Zharova-Berbner 

   

  

     

“Thank you for organizing this very useful for children event. With a great pleasure we will come again” 

Irina Huber  

“Thank you again for the Art Session! Nicole and Edward had a great time and we found something new in 
art for ourselves. We’ll be waiting for new meetings” 

Eva Baxter  



MARK YOUR CALENDAR. September 2011 

IRBE AS A WALL 
Exhibiton of artworks by Ansis Butnors and other La tvian artists. 

September 9 – October  6  
The title of this exhibition refers to the title of one of the most remarkable 
paintings of the modern Latvian artist Ansis Butnors. We are opening this 19th 
NB art season with a collection of his artwork shown together with several other 
exceptional paintings of the Soviet art school we found and brought from Riga 
in the past few months.  

Sports theme is what we’ve chosen to start with. Not only one of the main 
subjects of the Soviet art of the 20th century, it is also one of the most popular 
topics of our life. It is illustrated by the continuous high interest towards skiers, 
hockey and football players, skaters, gymnasts, runners and other sportsmen.  

In Soviet art, the romance of sporting achievements revealed itself not only 
through paintings and sculptural works, but also in crafts – porcelain figurines, 
vases, teapots, mugs and cups with pictures of skiers, rowers and shooters. 
This opened up a new dimension of a mass phenomenon and played a big part 
in developing popularity of sport activities. Portraits of famous athletes and 
figure skaters were everywhere from large canvases to small postal stamps. 
This is still valid now with our love of sport symbol and t-shirts with the names of 
favorite football players. Arturs Irbe is one of Ansis Butnors’ favourite hockey 
players whom he portrayed several times. 

A former Soviet and Latvian professional 
ice hockey goaltender Arturs Irbe was 
born in 1967. He played in the National 
Hockey League (NHL) for San Jose 
Sharks, Dallas Stars, Vancouver 
Canucks, Carolina Hurricanes and 
Columbus Blue Jackets. He served as a 
goaltending coach for the Washington 
Capitals during the 2009-10 and 2010-11 
seasons.  

Latvian artist Ansis Butnors was born in 1977. In his own words: 

"I try to be as realistic as possible in my painting, 
although my own vision of the reality goes through 
my mind and my heart, that is why the result does 
not look as a copy of the reality. The real world is 
filtrated through my emotional world, my life 
experience, my being present at certain situations 
and having seen certain things. The most important 
for me in painting is composition, colour and 
imagery. I am not afraid to experiment and it may 
seam that there is an absence of a manner or a 
style, but I feel certain in what and how I paint". 

 
A. Butnors Sports Fans,  2008 

 
L. Murnieks Hockey, 1964 

 
L. Murnieks Ski Jump,  1960 

 
V.Sakun Spring is Coming , 1960 

WHERE WE ARE HOW TO GET TO US 

 
Our address:  6/2 Sivtsev Vrazhek, entr.1, # 2 

Door code 002 

Phone :                          +7 495 697-4006, 737-5298 

Working hours: Tuesday- Saturday 11am - 7 pm 
Sunday 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

                                      Monday – closed 
                                      any time by appointment 
Our e-mail:  nbgallery@online.ru  

www.nbgallery.ru  

 


